
THE 
hISTORY
OF ARt

By Oscar godwin



CoNTentS
1. Collage
2. Art Deco
3. Expressionism
4. Futurism 
5. Dada
6. Cubism 
7. Surrealism 
8. Modernism 
9. Abstract 
Expressionism 
10. Pop Art
11. Post Modernism 
12. 1990’s Brit art 
13. Genius of art  Film
14. Andy Warhol 
15. Andy Warhol 
16. Salvador Dali 
17. Salvador Dali
18. Henri Mattise 
18. Henri Mattise
19. Pablo Picasso 
20. Pablo Picasso





ArT dECo
Art deco is a design style from the 1920s and 
1930s in furniture, decorative arts and architecture 
characterised by its geometric character. The art deco 
style, which above all reflected modern technology, 
was characterized by smooth lines, geometric shapes, 
streamlined forms and bright, sometimes garish col-
ours. Art Deco, sometimes referred to as Deco, is a 
style of visual arts, architecture and design that first 
appeared in France just before World War I. Art Deco 
influenced the design of buildings, furniture, jewelry, 
fashion, cars, movie theatres, trains, ocean liners, and 
everyday objects such as radios and vacuum cleaners.

In the 1930s, during the Great Depression, Art 
Deco became more subdued. New materials arrived, 
including chrome plating, stainless steel, and plastic. 
A sleeker form of the style, called Streamline 
Moderne, appeared in the 1930s; it featured curving 
forms and smooth, polished surfaces. Art Deco is 
one of the first truly international styles, but its 
dominance ended with the beginning of World War II 
and the rise of the strictly functional and unadorned 
styles of modern architecture and the International 
Style of architecture that followed. Art Deco was a 
pastiche of many different styles, sometimes con-
tradictory, united by a desire to be modern. From 
its outset, Art Deco was influenced by the bold ge-
ometric forms of Cubism and the Vienna Secession



exPRessIOnism

The German Expressionists were 
artists, writers, and thinkers who were 
of age in Germany prior to World War 
II, and lived during Wilhelm II’s reign. 
German Expressionism developed as 
a result of the younger generation’s 
reaction against the bourgeois culture 
of Germany during this time period. 
Post-expressionism is a term coined 
by the German art critic Franz Roh 
to describe a variety of movements 
in the post-war art world which were 
influenced by expressionism but 
defined themselves through rejecting 
its aesthetic.

Expressionist art tried to convey emo-
tion and meaning rather than reality. 
Each artist had their own unique way of 
“expressing” their emotions in their art. 
In order to express emotion, the subjects 
are often distorted or exaggerated. At 
the same time colors are often vivid and 
shocking. 
German Expressionism. ... The German 
Expressionists were artists, writers, and 
thinkers who were of age in Germany 
prior to World War II, and lived during 
Wilhelm II’s reign. German Expres-
sionism developed as a result of the 
younger generation’s reaction against the 
bourgeois culture of Germany during 
this time period.



FutuRIsM
Futurism was an artistic and social 
movement that originated in Italy 
in the early 20th century. It em-
phasised speed, technology, youth, 
violence, and objects such as the car, 
the airplane, and the industrial city. 
Futurism, Italian Futurismo, Russian 
Futurizm, early 20th-century artistic 
movement centred in Italy that 
emphasized the dynamism, speed, 
energy, and power of the machine 
and the vitality, change, and restless-
ness of modern life.

Futurism. An Italian avant-garde art 
movement that took speed, technol-
ogy and modernity as its inspiration, 
Futurism portrayed the dynamic 
character of 20th century life, 
glorified war and the machine age, 
and favoured the growth of Fascism. 
Futurism was an artistic and social 
movement that originated in Italy in 
the early 20th century. It emphasised 
speed, technology, youth, violence, 
and objects such as the car, the air-
plane, and the industrial city.



dADa
Dada was an art movement formed 
during the First World War in 
Zurich in negative reaction to the 
horrors and folly of the war. The art, 
poetry and performance produced 
by dada artists is often satirical and 
nonsensical in nature. What are 
the key characteristics of Dada art? 
Dada art is nonsensical to the point 
of whimsy. Almost all of the people 
who created it were ferociously 
serious, though. Abstraction and 
Expressionism were the main influ-
ences on Dada, followed by Cubism 
and, to a lesser extent, Futurism.

Summary of Dada. Dada was an 
artistic and literary movement that 
began in Zürich, Switzerland. It arose 
as a reaction to World War I and the 
nationalism that many thought had 
led to the war. Dada or Dadaism was 
an art movement of the European 
avant-garde in the early 20th century, 
with early centers in Zürich, Switzer-
land, at the Cabaret Voltaire; New York 
Dada began circa 1915, and after 1920 
Dada flourished in Paris. 



CuBISm
Cubism was a revolutionary new ap-
proach to representing reality invented 
in around 1907–08 by artists Pablo 
Picasso and Georges Braque. They 
brought different views of subjects 
together in the same picture, resulting 
in paintings that appear fragment-
ed and abstracted. Pablo Picasso. 
movement in art that began in France 
in 1907 that is characterized by the 
use of geometric planes and shapes. 
Works of Pablo Picasso that consist 
of interlocking shapes and geomet-
ric planes are examples of cubism.

Analytical Cubism - The first stage of the 
Cubism movement was called Analytical 
Cubism. ...
Synthetic Cubism - The second stage of 
Cubism introduced the idea of adding in 
other materials in a collage. Analytical 
Cubism was concerned with breaking 
down forms analytically into simplified 
geometric forms across the picture. They 
were almost like drawings in the lack of 
colour and monochromatic concentra-
tion on line and form. Cubist painters 
were inspired by the energy which exud-
ed from Paris at the turn of the century. 
The central goal of Cubist art, and thus 
the focus of the Cubist aesthetic, was 
to attack every accepted convention of 
standard painting.



SuRrealISm
a style of art and literature de-
veloped principally in the 20th 
century, stressing the subcon-
scious or nonrational significance 
of imagery arrived at by automa-
tism or the exploitation of chance 
effects, unexpected juxtapositions, 
etc. Surrealistic art is character-
ized by dream-like visuals, the use 
of symbolism, and collage images. 
Several prominent artists came 
from this movement, including 
Magritte, Dali, and Ernst.

The term “surrealism” means “beyond 
reality.” Surrealistic paintings heighten 
reality through creating scenes that 
can only be experienced in dreams. 
To identify a surrealistic painting, 
focus on the images that are presented 
rather than the way that it’s painted. 
Surrealism allows us to see art in it’s 
purest form because it stems from 
imagination rather than rational 
thought. Because of this, artists are 
able to better express their emotions 
and thoughts through this art form.



MoDErniSM
Modernism, in the arts, a radi-
cal break with the past and the 
concurrent search for new forms of 
expression. Modernism fostered a 
period of experimentation in the arts 
from the late 19th to the mid-20th 
century, particularly in the years 
following World War I. Modernism 
was essentially based on a utopian 
vision of human life and society 
and a belief in progress, or moving 
forward. It assumed that certain ul-
timate universal principles or truths 
such as those formulated by religion 
or science could be used to under-
stand or explain reality.

Modernist Art has mainly two char-
acteristics, that are abstract art and 
expressionism. Other modern art 
characteristics also include minimal 
art, pop art, surrealism, cubism, and 
expressionism. The following are 
characteristics of Modernism: Marked 
by a strong and intentional break with 
tradition. This break includes a strong 
reaction against established religious, 
political, and social views. Belief 
that the world is created in the act of 
perceiving it; that is, the world is what 
we say it is.



aBSTract 
ExpreSSioNiSm

Abstract expressionism is the term 
applied to new forms of abstract art 
developed by American painters 
such as Jackson Pollock, Mark Roth-
ko and Willem de Kooning in the 
1940s and 1950s. It is often charac-
terised by gestural brush-strokes or 
mark-making, and the impression of 
spontaneity. Indeed, the movement 
comprised many different painterly 
styles varying in both technique 
and quality of expression. Despite 
this variety, Abstract Expressionist 
paintings share several broad char-
acteristics. 

an artistic movement of the mid-20th 
century comprising diverse styles and 
techniques and emphasizing especially 
an artist’s liberty to convey attitudes 
and emotions through nontradition-
al and usually nonrepresentational 
means. Abstract expressionism is a 
post–World War II art movement 
in American painting, developed in 
New York in the 1940s. It was the first 
specifically American movement to 
achieve international influence and 
put New York City at the center of 
the western art world, a role formerly 
filled by Paris.



PoP ARt
Pop art is an art movement that 
emerged in the United Kingdom and 
the United States during the mid- to 
late-1950s. The movement presented 
a challenge to traditions of fine art 
by including imagery from popular 
and mass culture, such as advertising, 
comic books and mundane cultural 
objects. Pop Art is art made from com-
mercial items and cultural icons such 
as product labels, advertisements, and 
movie stars. In a way, Pop Art was a 
reaction to the seriousness of Abstract 
Expressionist Art. Pop Art is meant to 
be fun. Pop Art began in the 1950s, but 
became very popular in the 1960s.

This type of art is called pop art and it 
began in the 1950s. Pop art is a style 
of art based on simple, bold images 
of everyday items, such as soup cans, 
painted in bright colors. Pop artists 
created pictures of consumer product 
labels and packaging, photos of 
celebrities, comic strips, and animals. 
Pop art is an art movement that 
emerged in the United Kingdom and 
the United States during the mid- to 
late-1950s. The movement presented 
a challenge to traditions of fine art 
by including imagery from popular 
and mass culture, such as advertising, 
comic books and mundane cultural 
objects.



Post MoDERniSm

a late 20th-century style and 
concept in the arts, architecture, 
and criticism, which represents a 
departure from modernism and is 
characterized by the self-conscious 
use of earlier styles and conventions, 
a mixing of different artistic styles 
and media, and a general distrust of 
theories. The term has been more 
generally applied to the historical 
era following modernity and the 
tendencies of this era. Postmod-
ernism is a broad movement that 
developed in the mid- to late 20th 
century across philosophy, the arts, 
architecture, and criticism, mark-
ing a departure from modernism. 

Postmodern art is a body of art 
movements that sought to contradict 
some aspects of modernism or some 
aspects that emerged or developed 
in its aftermath. In general, move-
ments such as intermedia, installation 
art, conceptual art and multimedia, 
particularly involving video are 
described as postmodern. The main 
difference between these two types 
of arts was that modern art was from 
1450 to 1960 while postmodern art 
started from 1960’s and still going 
on. ... Arts in the modern times was 
influenced by political and society 
pressure while the postmodern art is 
free from all those factors.



1990’s BRiT aRt                   
(YBa)

The consolidation of the artists’ 
status began in 1995 with a large-
scale group exhibition Brilliant! held 
at the Walker Art Center a respected 
art museum in Minneapolis, USA. 
The term “yBa” was already used in 
1994 and later used by Simon Ford 
in a feature “Myth Making” in March 
1996 in Art Monthly magazine. The 
label Young British Artists (YBAs) 
is applied to a loose group of British 
artists who began to exhibit together 
in 1988 and who became known 
for their openness to materials and 
processes, shock tactics and entre-
preneurial attitude.

The first use of the term ‘young 
British artists’ to describe the work 
of Hirst and these other young 
artists was by Michael Corris in 
Artforum, May 1992. The acronym 
‘YBA’ was coined later in 1996 in 
Art Monthly magazine. The label 
turned out to be a powerful brand 
recognised worldwide and a useful 
marketing tool for the artists asso-
ciated with it (as well as for British 
art generally in the 1990s). One of 
the features that defines the YBAs 
is their ‘can do’ entrepreneurial 
approach to showing and market-
ing their work.





AndY WArHol
Andy Warhol was an American artist, director, and producer who was a leading figure in 
the visual art movement known as pop art. In 1961, he unveiled the concept of Pop Art and 
showcased a collection of paintings that focused on mass-produced commercial goods. In 
1962, he exhibited his iconic paintings of Campbell’s soup cans. ... The world was fascinated 
with Andy Warhol – his look, his aesthetic, and the attitude of his Pop Art movement. Born 
on August 6, 1928, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Andy Warhol was a successful magazine and 

A famously macabre painting by Andy 
Warhol sold for $105.4 million Wednes-
day, a record for the famed pop artist and 
the second-most expensive piece of art 
ever auctioned, according to Sotheby’s 
auction house. Born and raised in Pitts-
burgh, Warhol initially pursued a suc-
cessful career as a commercial illustrator. 
After exhibiting his work in several 
galleries in the late 1950s, he began to 
receive recognition as an influential and 
controversial artist. His New York stu-
dio, The Factory, became a well-known 
gathering place that brought together 
distinguished intellectuals, drag queens, 
playwrights, Bohemian street people, 
Hollywood celebrities, and wealthy 
patrons. He promoted a collection of per-
sonalities known as Warhol superstars, 
and is credited with inspiring the widely 
used expression “15 minutes of fame.”

Warhol has been the subject of numerous 
retrospective exhibitions, books, and feature 
and documentary films. The Andy Warhol 
Museum in his native city of Pittsburgh, 
which holds an extensive permanent collec-
tion of art and archives, is the largest muse-
um in the United States dedicated to a single 
artist. Many of his creations are very collect-
ible and highly valuable. The highest price 
ever paid for a Warhol painting is US$105 
million for a 1963 canvas titled Silver Car 
Crash (Double Disaster); his works include 
some of the most expensive paintings ever 
sold. A 2009 article in The Economist de-
scribed Warhol as the “bellwether of the art 
market”.





sAlVAdor DaLI
Salvador Domingo Felipe Jacinto Dalí i Domènech, Marquis of Dalí de Púbol was a 
Spanish Surrealist painter born in Figueres, Catalonia, Spain. Dalí was a skilled drafts-
man, best known for the striking and bizarre images in his work. His painterly skills are 
often attributed to the influence of Renaissance masters. Painted in the summer of 1929, 
Portrait de Paul Eluard was sold by Sotheby’s in 2011 at a London auction. The price? 
Hold on tight! A staggering $22.4 million. Salvador Dali uses sarcasm in the title of the 
clocks painting, Persistence of Memory to add a darker meaning to the painting. as we’ve 
discussed, the clocks are losing their power in this dream world. They are literally melt-
ing away, and thus seem anything but “persistent” in Dali’s depiction.

All said, Dali produced over 1,500 paintings over the course of his illustrious career. Of 
course, Salvador Dali painted many other famed works during his lifetime. This is just 
a smattering of some of his most famous pieces. He is perhaps best known for his 1931 
painting The Persistence of Memory, showing melting clocks in a landscape setting. 
The rise of fascist leader Francisco Franco in Spain led to the artist’s expulsion from the 
Surrealist movement, but that didn’t stop him from painting. Dalí died in Figueres in 
1989. Dalí was highly imaginative, and also enjoyed indulging in unusual and grandiose 
behavior. To the dismay of those who held his work in high regard, and to the irritation 
of his critics, his eccentric manner and attention-grabbing public actions sometimes 
drew more attention than his artwork. 





HeNri MatTiSSe

Henri Matisse is widely regarded as the great-
est colorist of the 20th century and as a rival to 
Pablo Picasso in the importance of his innova-
tions. He emerged as a Post-Impressionist, and 
first achieved prominence as the leader of the 
French movement Fauvism. Matisse was influ-
enced early in his career by Post-Impressionists 
Gauguin, Cézanne, and van Gogh. ... Cubism (a 
modern art movement based upon abstract, ge-
ometric figures) influenced Matisse’s work from 
1913-1918. Henri Matisse is widely regarded as 
the greatest colorist of the 20th century and as 
a rival to Pablo Picasso in the importance of his 
innovations. He emerged as a Post-Impression-
ist, and first achieved prominence as the leader 
of the French movement Fauvism.

He was the leader of the Fauvist 
movement about 1900, and he pur-
sued the expressiveness of colour 
throughout his career. His subjects 
were largely domestic or figurative, 
and a distinct Mediterranean verve 
presides in the treatment.  Matisse 
was born in 1869 to generations of 
weavers in Le Cateau-Cambrésis, a 
northern French town whose woolen 
mills constituted the main industry. 
This early exposure to textiles would 
shape his visual language: examples 
from his own collection of carpets 
and cloths from Europe, Africa, and 
the Middle East would deeply inform 
his sense of color and pattern and 
appear in his compositions.





PabLo PicASso
Pablo Picasso was one of the greatest artists 
of the 20th century, famous for paintings like 
‘Guernica’ and for the art movement known as 
Cubism. All it took was a little over 8 minutes 
to set the record price for a piece of art sold at 
auction. On May 4, Christie’s sold Pablo Picas-
so’s Nude, Green Leaves and Bust, a painting 
created in the span of a single day in 1932, for 
$106.5 million dollars. Spanish painter, sculptor, 
printmaker, ceramicist, stage designer, poet and 
playwright who spent most of his adult life in 
France. Regarded as one of the most influen-
tial artists of the 20th century, he is known for 
co-founding the Cubist movement, the inven-
tion of constructed sculpture, the co-invention 
of collage, and for the wide variety of styles that 
he helped develop and explore.

Pablo Picasso is probably the most 
important figure of 20th century, 
in terms of art, and art move-
ments that occurred over this 
period. Before the age of 50, the 
Spanish born artist had become 
the most well known name in 
modern art, with the most distinct 
style and eye for artistic creation. 
Picasso’s ability to produce works 
in an astonishing range of styles 
made him well respected during 
his own lifetime. After his death 
in 1973 his value as an artist and 
inspiration to other artists has 
only grown.
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